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SUBJECT: BRIEFING MEMORANDUM: YOUR MEETING WITH CROWN 
PRINCE HASSAN, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8 AT 12 NOON 
FROM NEA - ATHERTON 
BACKGROUND 

1 . CROWN PRINCE HASSAN AND HIS WIFE, PRINCESS SARVATH.ARE 
PAYING AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO BRUSSELS DURING THE DEC 7-10 
PERIOD. HE WILL BE MEETING WITH THE BELGIAN KING, THE 
CROWN PRINCE, THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE FOREIGN MINISTER. 
HE ALSO WILL BE DISCUSSING WITH THE PRESIDENT OF THE EEC 
COMMISSION THE FUTURE OF JORDANIAN/EEC RELATIONS. 

2. THE CROWN PRINCE REQUESTED THIS MEETING TO WISH YOU 
WELL IN THE FUTURE AND TO SOLICIT YOUR VIEWS ABOUT THE 
CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S APPROACH TO MIDDLE EAST AFFAIRS. 

3. YOU LAST SAW CROWN PRINCE HASSAN ON HIS VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON IN DECEMBER 1975. 

SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS 
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4. - WHILE I AM NOT ABLE TO MAKE COMMITMENTS ON BEHALF 
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OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT, I AM CONFIDENT THAT THE INTERESTS 

OF THE UNITED STATES IN IORDAN AND IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
SITUATION WILL BE THE SAME UNDER THE NEW ADMINISTRATION 
AS THEY HAVE BEEN UNDER PRESIDENT FORD. OUR EFFORTS, 
UNDERTAKEN IN COOPERATION WITH SUCH CLOSE ASSOCIATES AS 
JORDAN, TO SEARCH FOR A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST HAVE ENJOYED BROAD AMERICAN SUPPORT. THE SEARCH FOR 
PEACE HAS NOT BEEN A PARTISAN ISSUE FOR OUR PEOPLE. 

5. - I HAVE ALREADY MET WITH PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER TO 
DISCUSS FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES. IN MY TALKS WITH MY 
SUCCESSOR, MR. VANCE, AND WITH OTHER REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT, I INTEND TO DESCRIBE FULLY THE 
IMPORTANCE JORDAN HOLDS FOR US. I WILL MAKE CLEAR THAT 
OUR DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST SHOULD BE 
ASSIGNED HIGH PRIORITY ATTENTION IN THE PERIOD AHEAD. 

6. - IN THIS CONNECTION, I WOULD BE INTERESTED IN WHAT 
MAY EMERGE FROM THE VISIT PRESIDENT ASAD IS NOW MAKING 
TO AMMAN. IS IT LIKELY THAT SYRIA AND JORDAN WILL ENTER 
A CLOSER, FORMAL RELATIONSHIP AS A RESULT? 

7. - I RECALL WITH A GREAT DEAL OF PERSONAL SATISFACTION 
THE VISITS I HAVE PAID TO AMMAN AND THE OPPORTUNITIES 

I HAVE BEEN OFFERED IN THESE RECENT YEARS TO WORK WITH 
YOUR BROTHER AND YOU ON ISSUES OF MUTUAL INTEREST. 

8. (HASSAN HAS BEEN GREATLY INTERESTED IN A WEATHER 
MODIFICATION OR CLOUD-SEEDING PROPOSAL FORMULATED BY 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA. THE NSC UNDERSECRETARIES' 
COMMITTEE DECIDED ON NOVEMBER 30 THAT WE COULD NOT 
SUPPORT THE PROPOSAL, BOTH FOR SCIENTIFIC AND FOR POLL 
TICAL REASONS.) IF THE ISSUE IS RAISED BY HASSAN: 

-WE CAREFULLY CONSIDERED THE JORDANIAN PROPOSAL. WE 
CONCLUDED THAT DIFFICULTIES IN THE PRESENT STATE OF 
TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT IN THIS FIELD ALONG WITH THE 
POTENTIAL FOR ADVERSE REACTIONS FROM JORDAN'S NEIGHBORS, 
INCLUDING SYRIA, IRAQ AND SAUDI ARABIA, AS WELL AS ISRAEL, 
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MAKE IT UNDESIRABLE FOR US TO PROVIDE SUPPORT AT THIS TIME. 

WE WILL BE RECOMMENDING THAT JORDAN MIGHT PURSUE FU- 
TURE EXPERIMENTAL AND POSSIBLY OPERATIONAL PROGRAMS 
THROUGH THE WORLD METEROLOGICAL ORGG ANIZATION . THIS WOULD 
PLACE THE MATTER UNDER AN INTERNATIONAL UMBRELLA WHILE 
ASSURING JORDAN THAT HIGH SCIENTIFIC STANDARDS ARE MAIN 
TAINED. 
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